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LUKE 1X. 55. 
But he turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, ye 


know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 


SEHESE Words are Part of a 
Story, which we have recorded 
by no Evangeliſt but St. Luke. 
he Account begins at the 5 iſt 
* Verſe, where we find our Sa- 
viour, on the Forefight of the Time 
of his Paſſion near approaching, notwith- 
ſtanding the gloomy Proſpe& of his Ago- 
nies, and cruel Death, and mavgre all the 
Perſuaſions and Intreaties of his Friends, 
reſolutely bent on going up to Jeruſalem, 
which was to be the Scene of that bloody 
Action, And for as much as being now in 
Galilee, nt muſt needs paſs through the 
Country of Samaria; and becauſe he had a 
large Company with him, he ſent two of 
his Diſciples beforehand (James and Fobn 
in all likelihood) to procure a Lodging, and 
provide for him and his Attendants. But 
the Samaritans who bare an inveterate 
Grudge againſt the Fews, on Account of 
Az their 
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4 ' Perſecution Diſplay d. 


their different Place, and manner of Wor- 


ſhip, finding that they were deſigned for 
the Temple at Jeruſalem, and looking up- 
on it, 2s a notorious Slight put upon their 


Temple and Worſhip on Mount Gcrizim, 


refuſed him Admiſſion. Hereupon the two 
Meſſengers, being provoked with their 
Rudenels, and Incivility towards their Ma- 
ſter, apply to Chriſt for Leave to command 
down Fire from Heaven, to burn up them, 
and their Village, in like manner as Elias 
had done to conſume the two Captains, and 
their Fifties, who were fent to apprehend 
him: Here was a ſpecious Pretence alledg- 
ed: If Elias through his Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Legal Diſpenſation, 
had ſuch a Commiſſion given him, why 
would not the Honour of Chriſt, and the 
Goſpel Revelation be vindicated in the fame 
terrible, and miraculous Way? But our Sa- 
viour turned and rebuked them, and ſaid, ye 
know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. - 

We cannot here but by the Way obſerve 
the mild, and gentle Method, the Bleſſed 
Jeſus took to rebuke them. He doth not 
fly out into exorbitant Paſſion, nor uſe any 
wrathful Language: At the ſame time that 
he blames them for their fiery Spirit, he 
gives them a Patfern of what Spirit they 
ſhould be, by the Frame of his own. He 
looked abopt upon, them, and reproved 
them with Wi calm Reply only, Fe know 
Not 


Perſecution Diſplay'd. WE 
not what manner of Spirit ye are ; q. d. Ye 
do not conſider, how unbecoming you, and 
and your Profeſſion, the Diſpoſitition you. 
have now expreſſed is; you may think you 
have been acted herein by a Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, and of me the Son of Gad, 
your Lord and Maſter : But alas! you are 
miſtaken; Paſſion hath too much overcome 
and blinded you; and the Motives that in- 
duced you hereunto, though you may not at 
preſent be ſenſible of it, are merely carnal. 
The Wiſdom of our Legiſlature having 
ſeen fit to ſer apart this Day, in order to 
commemorate our twice happy Deliverance 
from the ill Effects of a popiſh, perſecuting 
Spirit; an Article of which Religion it is, to 
deſtroy and extirpate, in the moſt blood 
Manner, all thoſe who are of different Sen- 
timents, in Matters pertaining to the Wor- 
ſhip of God; I thought I could not better 
anſwer the End and Deſign of keeping this 
Day, than by ſetting before you the Sin and 
Guilt of Perſecution, and letting you ſee 
how diametrically oppoſite it is to the true 
Temper and Genius of Chriſtianity ; which 
the Words I have read unto you, will give 
me an Opportunity of doing. 
Ihe Propoſition I ſhall advance as the 
Subject of my Diſcourſe from them, is, 
A Spirit of Perſecution is directly con- 

trary to the true Spirit and Genius of Chri- 
ſtianity. 3 


In 
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In conſidering this Propofition my Me- 
thod ſhall be, 


I. To point out to you the Perſons, that may 
be truly ſaid to be perſecuted, or to ſuffer 
by this Unchriſtian Spirit of Perſecution. 


IT. The Ways and Methods, by which the 
Spirit of Perſecution may be ſhewn. 


III. The Springs from which it uſually 
riſeth. 


IV. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the utter 

Inconſiſtency of it with, and its direct 

Contrariety to, the true Spirit and Ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity, 


I. I ſhall point out unto you the Perſons, 
that may be truly ſaid to be perſecuted, or 
to ſufter by this Unchriſtian Spirit of Per- 
ſecution. And this I the rather chooſe to 
i do, becauſe it is more than probable a great 
| many honeſt and well-defigning Chriſtians, 
at the ſame time that they do utterly ab- 
| hor the Sin, yet inadvertently, and thro 
Ignorance do contract the Guilt of Perſe- 
cution; they imagine that ſuch and ſuch 
Perſons, againſt whom they expreſs their 
angry Reſentments, are Objects worthy of 
it; that it is their Duty, what God him- 
(elf. requires them to do; whereas it is in- 


deed 
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Perſecution Diſplay d. 7 
deed, and in truth, the very Spirit of Perſe- 
cution they are acted by. Whilſt they think 
they are doing God good Service, they are 
real Perſecutors. Perſecution is properly the 
moleſting, or puniſhing any Perſon merely 
for his different Sentiments in Matters of 
Religion; and he that moleſts and puniſh- 

eth any one merely for his having other 
gueſs Notions of Religion, than he him- 
ſelf hath, is led by a perſecuting Spirit ; 
I ſay, merely for his different Sentiments in 
religious Matters, becauſe where a Per- 
ſon, under Pretence of acting according to 
his religious Principles endeavours to ſub- 
vert the Foundations of a Society, or create 
Diſturbances in a State, though he be pu- 
niſhed, yet he is not perſecuted, but juſt- 
ly ſuffers as an Evil Doer. But where a 
Perſon, in all his exteral Conduct; be- 
haves every way agreeably to the Laws 
of God and the Land; lives peccably and 
honeſtly with all thoſe he hath his Conver- 
ſation amongſt; and gives unto all their 
juſt Rights and Dues; whatever Injuries he 
ſuſtains on account of his not being in the 
ſame way of thinking as to religious Affairs 
with others, they all flow from a Spirit of 
Perſecution. Then conſequently, 
1.) Infidels and Unbelievers; Thoſe who 
deny the Scripture Revelation, who be- 
lieve not a Word of the Bible; but look 
upon Chriſt as an Impoſtor, and the Go- 


1pel 
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ſpel to be only a Cheat: Even thoſe, I ſay, 


may be truly ſaid to be perſecuted. Whate- 
ver they ſuffer from Chriſtians purely for 


their denying, or refuſing to receive the 


Chriſtian Revelation, is Perſecution. And 


thoſe who inflict any Puniſhment upon them 
only for this, are downright Perſecutors, 
whatever they may think of themſelves. 
This, I do not at all queſtion, will ap- 
pear at firſt Sight ſome what ſtrange. What! 
may ſome ſay, ſhall any dare to undermine 
the Foundations of Chriſtianity with Impu- 
nity? Shall they be ſuffered to raiſe Objec- 
tions againſt the Truth of our moſt holy Re- 
religion withour Reſtraint? to deny the di- 
vine Authority of the Goſpel Revelation ; 
to aſperſe the Perſon; to vilify the Mira- 
cles of the Bleſſed Jeſus? Shall Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters endure this, and 
not uſe their Authority to ſtop their Mouths, 


and curb their Hands? What then will be- 


come of thoſe divine Oracles, which we 


profeſs ſo heartily to believe, and which 
we place all our Hopes of Happineſs, and 
Salvation on the Truth of. 

God forbid, thatever Chriſtianity ſhould 
ſtand on ſo ſlender a Foundation, as to 
need any external Force and Violence to 
prop it up. It came into the World at 
=o ſupported by its own native Simplici- 

y, Purity and Truth. It hath made its 


Way 1 the World hitherto, not with 


| carnal 
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carnal Weapons, but by the Force and Pow- 
er of Conviction. And it will ſtand for ever 
firm on the ſame Baſis, without any foreign 
Aid and Afliſtance as long as there are Men 
of honeſt and fincere Minds willing to know 

and underſtand, and ready to embrace and 
obey the Truth. Let Magiſtrates con- 
fine themſelves to the proper Affairs of their 
Provinee, and be careful to maintain private 
Property and publick Peace. Let Miniſters 
attend to the Duties of their Function and 
endeavour by all the Force and Power of 
Perſwaſion and Argument, to recommend 
the Goſpel to the Conſciences of Men. But 
let neither the One nor the Other be ſo very 
officious in ſerving the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
and his Religion, as to uſe any Methods of 
Compulſion and Violence, to make Men 
profeſs Chriſtianity, whether they will or 
no. And it were to be wiſhed for the Ho- 
nour of our moſt holy Religion, that every 
Infidel and Unbeliever was allowed freely 
to urge and publiſh whatever they had to 
object againſt the Truth of it, provided they 


did it in a decent Manner, and as became 


ſincere Enquirers after Truth. Chriſtianity 
is ſo far from having ſuffered any Damage 
hitherto by all the Attacks that have been 
made againſt it, that it ſhines forth with 
greater Luſtre, and more conſpicuous 
Glory. e 


8-- God 
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God hath given every Man a Power and 
inveſted him with a Right to judge for him- 


ſelf, independent of all Mankind. Without 
this Liberty of private Judgment, there can 


be no Religion acceptable to or profitable 


to a Man's ſelf. It is not the profeiling to 


believe this, or that, or the other particu- 


lar Set of Notions, that deſerves the Name 


of Religion. The Man himſelf muſt in the 


proper Uſe of his Rational Faculties ſee the 
Articles of his Faith to be founded on the 
Nature of Things or the revealed Word of 
God, or all his Profeſſion of Religion will 
ſignify nothing. His Conduct otherwiſe 
will be unbecoming his reaſonable Nature. 


And whether or no he employs his natural 


Powers to the purpoſes God deſigned them 
he is accountable to God only. To his own 
Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth.(a) For any Man 
or Body of Men to endeavour to abridge 
him of the Uſe of his natural Power, or 
do him any Injury in the Exerciſe of his 
natural Right, where the Civil Conſtitu- 


tion or State receives no Hurt or Damage 
by it, is Injuſtice, is Oppoſition, is Perſecu- 


tion. 

This is ſufficiently warranted by our Sa- 
viour's Conduct towards thoſe, who were 
here ſo rude to him, as the leaſt Conſidera- 
tion will evidence. Who were theſe ſo un- 
civil People, as not to receive Chriſt him- 


ſelf 


(e) Rom. XIV. 4 
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ſelf on his Journey deſigning to come among 
them? They were Samaritans. Who were 
they? They were Heathens brought from 
 Aſſyria, and placed in the Cities of Samaria 
in the Room of the Children of J/rael, who 
were carried into Captivity, They were 
Idolaters, who made Gods of their own, and 

pur them in the Houſes of the High Places. (b) 
They not only disbelieved, and denied the 
Truth and Divinity of the Old Teſtament - 
Revelation, but refuſed to admit Chriſt Je- 
ſus in Perſon ſending unto them. Theſe 
therefore did the two Apoſtles deem wor- 
thy of Deſtruction by the miraculous Hand 
of God. And the Lord Jeſus needed have 
done no more than ſpeak the Word, and 
they would have been conſumed from off 
the Earth. But in anſwer to their Requeſt 
for puniſhing them by Fire from Heaven 
he only ſaid, the Spirit you ſhew towards 
ſuch Unbelievers and vile Idolaters, misbe- 
comes you. And throughout the whole 
Courſe of his Life he never once exerted his 
Power to the Detriment of any, becauſe 
they would not believe in him ; which had 
Infidelity been a juſt Reaſon for puniſhing 
any he would not have failed to do. The 
Apoſtles after his Aſcenſion, followed his 
Example; the Weapons of whoſe Warfare, 

St. Paul tells us, were not carnal, but ſpiri- 
| „ tual, 


PI 


(% 2 Kings XVII. 24. 29. 
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tual, mighty through God, to the pulling 
down Strong-holds, caſting down Imaginations, 
and bringing into Captivity every Thought to 
the Obedience of Chrijt.(c) And whence any 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate or Miniſter, derives 


his Authority to exert any worldly Power 


he is poſſeſſed of, to the Demage of thoſe, 
who do not, nor will believe the Goſpel, 
will be a very difficult Maiter to ſhew. 

2.) Thoſe who unneceſſarily divide them- 
ſelves, or who keep up an unneceſſary Divi- 
fion, from any eſtabliſhed Chriſtian Church, 
cannot on that account receive any injurious 
Treatment, from thoſe in Power, unleſs 
they are acted by a perſecuting Spirit. 

Let the Cauſes of the firſt Diviſion be 


ever ſo weak and trifling, and let the Divi- 


ſion be maintained and fomented, with ever 


ſo much Prejudice and Bigotry ; ſo as that 


the ſtrongeſt Reaſons and Arguments can 
make no Impreffion upon, nor will not ſo 
much as be attended to by them, yet ſtill no 
Eſtabliſhment can inflict any Puniſhment on 
them only for this their Separation without 
being guilty of the Sin of Perſecution. I will 
readily allow, that every cauſleſs Diviſion 
from an eſtabliſhed Chriſtian Church, is 


Schiſm, and that ſuch as run into it, are 


guilty of a very great and heinous Sin, and 


may be juſtly termed Schiſmaticks, But what 
then? becauſe they ſinfully ſeparate and be- 

5 1 come 
4 Cor. 1. 4. 
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come Schiſmatics, mult the others fly to ſin- 
ful Means to reclaim them, and turn Per- 
ſecutors? No: Let ſuch as are in Eſta- 
bliſhments diſplay in ever fo lively a Man- 
ner, the Sin, and paint out the Cuil: of 
Schiſm in ever ſo hideous a Light, yet it 
will not give any the leaſt Countenance to 
their violent and rigorous Proceedings in 
endeavouring to bring them back into the 

Boſom of the Church; they may as ſoon 

waſh a Negro White, as by all their Art 


and Skill to wipe themſelves clean from. :!.e 


Sin and Guilt of Perſecution, 

This was the very Caſe before us. The 
Jewiſh Religion was of divine Eſtabliſhmenr. 
The Place of Worſhip and the Way, and 
Manner of their religious Service was ap- 


pointed, and ſettled by God himſelf, as co 


every particular Circumſtance of it. On 
which account it far ſurpaſs'd any religious 


Eſtabliſhment, that has been fince in ihe. 


World. In Oppofition to the Temple ar 
Feruſ ſalem, the Samaritans had built a Tem- 
ple for themſelves on Mount Gerizim. II y 
had eſtabliſhed a divine Service of their own 
inventing. And ſo bigotted were they to 
their own Will-worſhip, that they could 
not bear to ſee any to go up to the Temple 
of Jeruſalem to worſhip acbording to God's 
own Appointment. Here was Schiſm with 
a witneſs, and if ever any were, they muſt 


be Schiſmarics, Had this therefore been a 
ſufficient 
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14 Perſecution Diſplay'd. 
ſufficient Reaſon for the Fews puniſhing 
of them, our Bleſſed Lord would not have 
check'd the Zeal of the two Apoſtles, as un- 
becoming them. 
3.) Thoſe who hold the main Subſtance 
of Religion with ourſelves, though they 
ma y differ in their Sentiments from us, as 
to ſome few particular Points, cannot re- 
ceive any injurious Uſage at our Hands, 
unleſs we are acted by a perſecuting Spirit. 
This Head will be readily acknowledged to 
follow from the foregoing. For if we ſhould 
juſtly be deemed Perſecutors, if we uſed 
any ill for not believing in the Name of 
Chriſt, and the divine Authority of the 
Goſpel Revelation; or for a needleſs, unjuſt 
Separation from us, as to the Place and Man- 
ner of religious Worſhip, much more ſurely 
ſhould we incur the Guilt of Perſecution, 
by our harſh and rigorous Behaviour to— 
wards thoſe who profeſs to be of the ſame 
Body, and guided by the /ame Spirit, to 
have the /ame Lord, the ſame Faith, as to 
the Eſſentials, the ſame Baptiſm, as to the 
Subſtance, the ſame God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in all, 
(d) though they do not, and cannot fall 
into the ſame Way of chinking with our- 
ſelves. 


Conſidering 


1 
- 


(4) Eph. iv. 4. 
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Conſidering indeed Chriſtians, the diffe- 
rent natural Conſtitutions of Body, and 
Tempers of Mind, the different Methods 
of Education, the different Converſations 
they are entertained with, the different 
Views and Intereſts they have in the World, 
it is next to one, if it be not an abſolute 
Impoſſibility for all Men to be of the ſame 
Mind and Judgment in all Religious Mat- 
ters. God no where commands us to be ſo, 
only with reſpect to the main Principles of 
Religion. Neither ſhould we be fond of 
Multiplying to ourſelves Fundamentals, 
whereby the Bounds of Charity may be 
narrowed, but be glad to ſee the Gate of 
Heaven, and the Gate of the Church as 
wide as poſſible, Where we ſee a truly 
_ Chriſtian Life and Converſation, we ought 
to judge the Heart in Charity to be right 
and ſincere towards God; and though we 
may not avoid being able to judge them 
miſtaken as to ſome Doctrines, we ought 
charitably to hope their Error will not be 
imputed to them; always remembring that 
we ourſelves at preſent ſee but through @ 
Glaſs darkly. (e) That it is more than 
_ poſſible our own Judgments may be miſin- 
formed, and thoſe that differ from us may 
be in the right, whilſt we are in the wrong, 
and ſhall therefore ſtand in as much need 


of 


le) 1 Cor, xili. 12. 
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16 Perſecution Diſplay'd. 

of Charity and Mercy at their Hands, as 
we now imagine them to do, Whenever we 
arrive at Heaven, we ſhall all, to be ſure, 
have Reaſon to bluſh at the Imperfection of 
our preſent Knowledge, and the Multitude 
of our Miſtakes. Whilſt we are in the Way 
therefore we ſhould be indured and ready 


to bear with one another's Infirmities, to 


pity one another's Weakneſſes, and encou- 
rage one another in walking up the ſteep 
Aſcent to Glory and Happineſs. 


II. The Second Thing in my propoſed 
Method was to conſider the Ways and Me- 
thods, by which the Spirit of Perſecution 


may be ſhewn. I do not deſign to deſcend 
to minute Particulars, but thall only hint 


unto you in the general theſe two; vis. by 


Words, and by Actions. 


40 One Way of expreſſing a spirit of 
Perſecution is by Words. When we unjuſt- 
ly cenſure, and unmercifully condemn, 


when we ſlander, revile and backbite, and 


give Names of Infamy and Reproach to any, 
for differing in their Opinions, as to Reli- 
gious Matters, from us, it all proceeds from 
a perſecuting Spirit. And really when we 


confider the dangerous, and very often fatal 


Effects of an ungovern'd Tongue, we can- 
not eaſily tell which is the worſt Species of 


Perſecution, whether of Words or Actions: 


Though 
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Tho in the Eyes and Judgment of the World, 
hard Names and ill Language may ſeem but 
indifferent Things; and to ſome perhaps 
a laudable Way of contending earneſtly for 
the Faith; to be ſure a great many Chri- 
ſtians, who would, tis likely, ſcruple the 


ſevere Met hods of ſpoiling the Goods, the 


confiſcating the Eſtates, impriſoning the 


Perſons, burning the Bodies to ſave the 


Souls of reputed Hereticks, make no great 
Conſcience of undermining their Charac- 
ters, of deſtroying their Credit, taking a- 
way their Uſefulneſs in Life, and with that 
of Conſequence often the Proſpect of a 
Livelihood for themſelves and Families, af- 


fixing Terms of Diſtinction to them of harſh 


Sound, and which convey frightful Ideas to 


the Populace. Which Way of Proceeding, 
what is it; bur like dreſſing them up in a 


Bear-ſkin in order to be baited by the Mob? 
I ſpeak not of any particular Se& or Party. 
The Spirit of Perſecution in this Manner 
prevails, and is too viſible among all Par- 
ties, Why elſe do we hear the Terms, 
Deiſt, Socinian, Arrian, Arminian, Caluiniſt, 
Antinomian, and ſuch like, ſo often handed 
about in Converſation, and applied to par- 
ticular Perſons. What End can Men have 
in ſo doing, but to point out ſuch and ſuch 
Perſons to the World as dangerous, and in- 


fectious, who ought to be avoided as care- 


fully as thoſe who have got the Plague ? 
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What other Deſign can they have than to 
raiſe the Prejudices and Clamours of others 
againſt them, whereby they ſuffer a grear 
many Indignities, and Inconveniencies in 
Life? The natural Fruits of a perſecuting 
Spirit ! | FN TO 
2.) Another Way of expreſſing a Spirit 
of Perſecution is by Actions; which are ſel- 
dom wanting, where there is a Power. As 
ſoon as ever the Civil Magiſtrate is wrought 
upon to intereſt himſelf with his Authority, 
the Sword of Juſtice is unſheathed, and 
then we commonly hear of Fines and Im- 
priſonments, of corporal Puniſhments and 
Baniſhments, of Fire and Faggot, and other 
Inſtruments of Cruelty and Death, which 
one would think it was hardly in Humane 
Nature to invent, much leſs to make uſe 
of. 5 Eh | 
This Kind of Perſecution every where a- 
bounds in Roman Catholic Countries ; what 
Numbers may we juſtly imagine are now 
groaning in the Jails, and left almoſt to fa- 
miſh in the Dungeons of ſome or other of 
their belliſh Inquifitions? How manyThou- 
ſands in the Roman Empire are at this Day 
by their popiſh perſecuting Archbiſhop and 
Sovereign, turned out of their Houſes and 
Habitations, for their Religion, driven from 
their Native Land, ſent abroad to wander 
in the wide World, where they muſt inevi- 
tably periſh, with their Wives and Families, 
| did 


— 
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did they not find Mercy and Relief, at their 
Proteſtant Brethrens Hands? I do not love 
to rake up Stories of our own Land and 


Nation in this Reſpe&. I could almoſt wiſh 


that they were all buried in eternal Oblivion; 
were it not that the Remembrance of them 
may ſerve to impreſs the Mind with a deeper 
Senſe of the Sin and Guilt of Perſecution. 


There are to be ſure many now living, who 


may, and perhaps ſome of you can call to 
mind the Time, when your Teachers were 
ſent into Corners, and you were forced to 
feek the Food of your Souls at the Peril of 
your Lives; when your Poſſeſſions and Per- 
ſons lay expoſed to every vile Informer, offi- 
cious Conſtable and Time-ferving Juſtice of 
Peace, who all combined agreeably to the 
Temper of the then Court to deprive you of 


the Liberty of worſhipping God according 


to the Dictates of your Conſciences, by all 
the Methods of Severity they could think 
of. Moſt of us can remember how the fame 
Spirit took a more effectual Courſe to cruth 
our Cauſe of Liberty, by enacting a Law to 
deprive us of what all the Laws of God and 
Nature gave us a Right to, I mean the E- 
ducation of our own Children in the Way 
and Manner we thought moſt proper and 
convenient. Bur Thanks be to the Divine 
Providence, which appear'd fo remarkably 
for us, in bringing over the prefent Family 


of Hanover among us. Blefled be God we 
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have a King now on the Britiſb Throne, 
who underſtands our Civil and Religious 
Rights and Liberties too well, to ſuffer any 
one Part of his Subjects to worry and de- 
vour one another on Account of any Reli- 
gious Differences. Under his Govern- 
ment we have nothing to fear from a per- 
ſecuting Spirit; Nothing have we to deſire 
in order to render our Happineſs compleat, 
but what would equally tend to the Honour 
of His Majeſty, the Credit of our common 
Religion, and the Good and Welfare of the 
Kingdom; viz. the Repealing the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acls. 

Theſe are a Voke that hath long lain on 
our Necks, which the Spirit of Perſecution 
firſt fram'd for, and impoſed on us; whichwe 
ſhould long e' er now, we are aſſured, have got 
rid of, had not the ſame Spirit too much 
prevailed, in the Times following. We have 
| hitherco born it, on the Account of our Re- 
ligion, and for Conſcience Sake; though at 
the ſame Time we could not bur think our 
ſelves greatly aggriev'd, as being unjuſtly 
deprived of the natural Rights of all free- 
born ENGLISH SUBJECTS. We 
have earneſtly long'd for the Removal of it, 
not only for our own Sakes, but for the Sake 
of our moſt holy Religion, which hath long 
groaned to ſee one of her molt ſacred Ordi- 
nances fo ſhamefully proſtituted, and vilely 
abuſed. We have deſir'd it for our King and 
our Country's Sake, which hath hercby loſt 


the 
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the Service of a great many, as able as ho- 
neſt and faithful Perſons, as any in the 
Land. And, though the Yoke ſhould ſt ill 
be continued, we hope we ſhould never fo 
far forget our Duty to God, our King, and 
our Country, as to behave unbecoming Eng- 

liſh, Proteſtant Chriſtian Subjects; yet we 
cannot but ſay, it is with the utmoſt Deſire 
we look for the Redreſs of this Grievance; 
which we have Reaſon to think his Majeſty's 
' innate Goodneſs, and the Wiſdom of our 
Legiſlators, will find an Opportunity for, as 
ſoon as poſſible. _ HR 


III. The third Thing to be confidered, 
was, the Springs, from whence this Spirit 
of Perſecution uſually flow. hs 
1.) One grand Source of it is Pride. We are 
ſwoln and puffed up with an over fond Con- 
ceit of our Parts and Abilities, and think we 
have dived ſo far into the Bottom of Things, 
that it muſt be wilfull Blindneſs and Obſti- 
nacy in others which prevents their concur- 
ring with us in our Sentiments, and there- 
fore cannot bear any Contradiction to what 
we believe to be true from them; but think 
them puniſhable for differing from us. It 
is true, we ſhall all readily acknowledge our 
ſelves to be Fallible Creatures, and liable to 
Miſtakes. We ſhall argue with all our 
Might againſt the Infallibility of the Pope, 
as ſupreme Head of the Church; and if any 
offer to impoſe their Opinion upon us, we 


ſhall 
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ſhall either pity their Weakneſs, or wonder 
at their Aſſurance. But the Misfortune is, 
though we own our natural Fallibility, we 
can hardly be prevailed upon to own we are 
ever in an Error. No; the Thing is fo plain 
and clear to our Minds, from the Nature of 
the Thing, or the revealed Word of God, 
that we cannot be deccived in it; and a Per- 
fon muſt reſolve to ſhut his Eyes againſt the 
Light, or it wauld appear as obvious to him, 
as it doth to us. It is fitting therefore he 
fhould ſubmit to our enlightened underſtand- 
ing, and cofonrm to our unerring Judgment. 
Hence often is derived a perſecuing Spirit, 
and Pride is at the Bottom of all. 

2.) As Pride, ſo is Envy alſo the Foun- 
tain, from whence many times the Spirit of 
Perſecution flows. 

It is with a Sort of inward Pain, that we 
behold ourſelves out-ſhone by others in the 
Profeſſion we make. We are apt to look 
upon a Perſon of ſuperior Reputation in 
the World, ſo far our Enemy, as he hin- 
ders us from being taken Notice of by Q- 
thers in the Way and Manner and Degree, 
we would, and think we deſerve. This 
moves us of Confequence to endeavour ta 
bring him down on a Level with ourfelves, 
or, which is ſtill more pleaſing, and deſire- 
able, to depreſs him to a Rank beneath us. 
To this End his private, and publick Cha- 
rater and Conduct muſt be rantfack'd ; mu 
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if any thing therein can be found to his Diſ- 
advantage, away it runs like Lightning. It 
is whiſper'd preſently about in every Hole 
and Corner, and moſt frequently ſome Ad- 
ditions made to it, to aggravate and render it 
the moſt od ious. Hereby his moral Character 
ſuffers, or he is ſtigmatized with ſome odi- 
ous Name or other; and all to depreciate 
him in the Eſteem of the Common People. 
But if this will not do, the Civil Power muſt 
be intereſted in our Behalf, and he muſt be 
taken out of the Way, come what will. 

I think we cannot better illuſtrate this 
Point, than by examining the Behaviour of 
the Scribes and Phariſees towards our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord. Before our Saviour's Appearance 
in Publick they were generally receiv'd as the 
Interpreters of the Law, and their Traditions 
and Deciſions were entertain'd as ſo many 
Oracles. When Chriſt Jeſus enter'd on his 

Miniſtry, he began to ſhew the falſe Gloſles 
they had impoſed, and to ſet the true Mean- 
ing of the Law before the People in a pro- 
per Light, and with dueFervency and Earneſt- 
neſs; to expoſe their Hypocriſy and Wordli- 
mindedneſs; and to recommend his own 
Doctrine by the Exemplarineſs of his Life 
and the Efhcacy of his Miracles. What was 
the Conſequence ? The Scribes and Phariſees 
put their Heads together, and conſulted how 
they might ruin him in the Oppinion of the 
Vulgar. They accordingly repreſent him as 


2 
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aGlutton, as aWintbibber, a Friend toPublicans 
and Sinners, and in C onfederacy with theDevil. 
(7) This would not do. The People till fol- 
lowed him. Art length they got bin betrayed 
by Treachery unto their Hands, accus'd him 
0288 Plate their Governor as an Enemy to 
Czx/ar, and procur'd his Condemnation. Pi- 
late ſaw through all this management, and 
would feign have releaſ'd him, on this Ac- 
count we are told, becauſe he knew that for 
Envy they had deliver'd him. 7 

3.) Another moving Spring of a perſecu- 
ting Spirit, is the Deſire of Revenge. 

We imagine, or it may be really we have 
received, ſome Injury or Affront from a Man, 

or Body of Men, whether it be that they 
have dared to declare their Sentiments in 
a different Way and Manner from ours, or 
have ſpoken too flightingly of our Opinions, 
which we take to be a great Reflection on 
our Judgments; or whether they have act- 
ed a Part in civil Life, which may have diſ- 
pleaſed and provoked us, we think it beneath 
us to put up the Affront, and rather than go 
unrevenged all the Engines of Perſecution 
that lie in our Power, ſhall be ſet on work 
againſt them. 

It is not improbable that this was the 
Foundation of the preſent Zara; Leal 
of the two Apoſtles for the Honour of their 
Maſter. Twp had been ſent before to pre- 

pare 


4/) Matt, xi. 19. xi. 24. (8) Matt xIvii. 18. 
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pare for our Lord's Coming. Their Meſ- 
ſage was fruitleſs. The Samaritans, likely 
enough refuſed them in a reflecting, ſcur- 
rilous Manner; not without reproaching 
them for going to worſhip elſewhere. This 
immediately fired their Spirits with Deſigns 
of Revenge. No ſooner were they return- 
ed to their Maſter, but under the Colour of 
conſulting his Intereſt, they beg Leave to 
deſtroy them all. | 


4. Worldly Intereſt is another great Source 


of a perſecuting Spirit. Men find their Ac- 
counts, as to this World, in perſecuting o- 
thers, and that often prompts them to do ir. 
Their opening their Mouths wide againſt 
Infidels, Schiſmatics, and Heretics, they 
think will raiſe their Reputation for Or- 
thodoxy, make .their own Party look up- 
on them as very zealous for the Honour of 
Chriſt, and the Intereſt of his Religion. 
This will in all Probabillty procure them 
Eſteem and Reſpect, increaſe their worldly 
Buſineſs, and bring them in Profit and Gain. 
Fines and Confiſcations have been found al- 
ſo to be pretty ealy Methods of raiſing Mo- 
ney, and enriching themſelvess. Thus have 
Men often made Religion ſubſerve their 
remporal Intereſts, and under the Cloak of 
Zeal for Chriſt and his Goſpel, their whole 
Study and Aims, and Endeavours have been 

to aggrandize themſelves  _ 
Theſe are the principal Sources of all 
Perſecution. Men may pretend what they 
. will, 
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will, and deceive themſelves with thinking 
that they have only at Heart the Honour 
and Glory of God, and the Intereſt of 
Chriſt and Religion in their acting thus; 
and I would charitably hope, that many 
who have been guilty this Way, will not 
have this Sin laid to their Charge at the 
great Day. But Remainders of Corruption 
are in the Beſt, and they are Men of like 
Paſſions with others, and are too often 
blinded by them, ſo as not to diſcern their 
over warm and boyling Zeal to ariſe only 
from thence. 7 


IV. The Fourth and Laſt Thing I pro- 
poſed was, to endeavour to ſhew you the 
utter Inconſiſtency of the Spirit of Perſe- 
cution with, and its direct Contrariety to the 
true Spirit and Genius of Chriſtianity, 
Chriſtianity is the Religion of Chriſt Jeſus, 
which he came into the World on Purpoſe 
ro publiſh, and by Himſelf and his Apoſtles 
did make known to Mankind; the ſacred 
Records of whoſe Miniſtrations we have in 
our Bibles, To underſtand therefore the 
true Spirit and Genius of his Religion, we 
muſt neceſſarily have Recourſe to them. And 
by the Peruſal of them, we ſhall eaſily find 
that Chriſt Jeſus was deſigned a publick and 
_ univerſal Benefit to the whole World. G04 
fo loved the World, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Sen, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. A 
Ps 1 8 


Perſecution Diſplayed. 27 


God ſent not his Son into the World, to condemn 
the World, but that the World through him 
might be ſaved (hb). The Revelation which 
he made of God's Mind and Will in all 
Things relating to Salvation, was intended 
for the Uſe of All. Hence he ſtiles himſelf 
the Light of the World, (i). And ordered his 
Apoſtles, to go into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature (k). Whilſt he 
was in the World his Uſefulneſs was exten- 
ſive, his Charity not confined to this, or that, 
or the other particular party, whether Sa- 
maritans or Feus, of what Denomination ſo- 
ever. He went about doing Good, (I) to the 
Bodies and Souls of Men, as he had Opportu- 
nity. The Sacrifice he made of himſelf to 
God, wasof general Service and Efficacy, ſo as 
to merit and procure a Conditional Offer of 
Pardon and Life to all. He gave his Fleſh for 
the Life of the World. (m) He gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for all (n). He taſted Death for every Man. 
(0) And is the Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World, (p). His Directions and Pre- 
cepts, which he hath left for the Rule of his 
Diſciples Conduct, are of a piece with 
his own Life and Death. They all 
breath forth and enjoin univerſal Benevo- 
lence, Love and Charity. I jay unto you, 
which hear, love your Enemies, do good to them 
which hate you, bleſs them that curſe you, and 


D 2 pray 


(% Jchn iii. 16, 17. () John vill. 12, (i) Mark xvi. 15, 
7) Acts x. 38. (] John vi. 51. (2) 1 Tim. ii. 6. (o) Heb, 
ii. 9. (p) 1 John ii. 2. 
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pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you: as ye 

would that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye alſo 

to them likewiſe. Be ye merciſul, as your Fa- 

ther alſo is merciful. Fudge not, and ye ſhall 

not be judged; condemn not, and ye ſhall not be 
condemned; forgive, and ye ſhall be forgiven, 

(). The Apoſtles trod in their Maſter's 

Steps, and recommended the ſame benign 

Spirit and Frame. Put off all theſe, Anger, 

Wrath, Malice: Put on as the Eleft of God, 

holy and Beloved, Bowecls of Mercy, Kindneſs, 

Humbleneſs of Mind, Meetneſs, Long-ſuffer- 

ing, forbearing one another, and forgiving one 

another, and if any Man have @ Quarrel again; 

. any, even as Chriſt forgave you, jo alſo de ye, (r). 
= Do Good unto all Men as ye have Opportunity. (s) 

| Be not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with 
. Good, (t). Him that is weat in the Faith re- 

: ceive you, (u). The Servant of the Lord muſt | 
not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men, patient, 4 
in Meefneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoje them- 

1 ſelves, if God, peradventure, will give them Re- 
1 pentance, tothe Acknowledgment of the Truth 

and that they may recover themſelves out of the 

Snare of the Devil, who are taking Captives 


. 
| 3 him at his Will. (x). 
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This is apparently the Spirit aud Genius 

of our moſt Holy Religion. This the Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition Chriſtianity requires 
from us. How different now from this is the 
Spirit of Perſecution? When is there any the 
To . leaſt 
( Luke vi. 27, 28, 31, 36, 37. | (r Col. iii. 8. 12, 13. 


) Gal. vi. 10. (4) Nom. 2 l. 21. (a Rom. 1 . 
(x) 2 Tim. ü. 23. 26 N | 5 
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leaſt Likeneſs or Reſemblance? As contrary 


one to another are they as Light is to Dark- 
neſs. How oppoſite hereunto is Pride, En- 
vy, Revenge, &c. Shewing itſelf or railing 
ar, calumniating, moleſting, injuring, ruin- 
ing thoſe, who entertain different Sentiments 


in Religious Matters from ourſelves? This 


Wiſdom ſurely diſcendeth not from Above, but 
is Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh. The W dom 
that is from above is firſt pure then peaceable, 
Gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mer- 
cy and good Fruits. (y) 


Hence now may we learn what Judg- 


ment to form of the Church of Rome, a 


Church that is remarkable for, that 3 


in, the inventing, countenancing, encou- 


raging, exerciſing all Sorts of Inſtruments 


of Cruelty, in order to extirpate and root 


out all thoſe who are not of their Perſua- 


ſion in Religion. Surely the Spirit they are 
acted by, muſt be an unchriſtian Spirit. Who 


can ever imagine the Meek, the Gentle, the 
Peaceable Jeſus, that came not to deſtroy Mens 
L ves, but to ſave them ; who can ever ima- 
gine him to give a Commiſſion to his pre- 
tended Vicar at Rome, for the propagating 
his Religion (ſuppoſing it to be really 


his) proudly to uſurp an Authority over 
 Crown'd Heads, to undermine Civil Conſti- 


tutions, to diſturb the Peace of Communi- 
ties, to impriſon, to rack and torture, to cut 
the Throats of, to hang and burn thoſe, 


whoſe 


{r) James iii. 15. 17. 
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whoſe Conſciences will not permit them to 
comply with his Determinations? Apoſtate 
Church ! How will the Blood of Thou- 
ſands of Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus, with 
which thou haſt made thyſelf drunk, ariſe 
up in Judgment againſt thee, and condemn 
thee at the laſt Day? Endleſs would it be to 
enumerate her various Cruelties, which 
have been praiſed throughout the whole 
World. England hath not been without its 
Share. Our native Land and Country can 
bear Teſtimony againſt her inhumane and 
barbarous Actions. How can our Priſon 
Walls witneſs the deep Sighs, and dying 
Groans of Perſons unjuſtly confined for their 
Religion there? Was the Earth to open her 
Mouth and (peak, how could ſhe tell us of 
the Streams of Blood of maſſacred Prote- 
ſeants, ſhe hath been forced to receive? 
What a long Detail could ſhe give us of the 
ſcorching Heats ſhe hath endured, through 
the flaming Fires that hare been kindled to 
burn the pious Martyrs? What a dark and 
helliſh Scene of Murder deſigned to be pre- 
petrated, was providentially diſcloſed on this 
Day, not an Hundred and thirty Years fince? 
wherein King, Lords, and Commons were 
devored a Sacrifice to popiſh Rage and Ma- 
lice, and the offering them up was to be in 
the molt ſecret and dreadful Manner that 
can be conceived. A fine Religion and 
Church truly ! that can tolerate the Blow- 
ing up ſo many Hundred at once, for 
na 
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no other Reaſon, than not ſubmitting to 
their unreaſonable and ſuperſtitious Faith. 
Heaven prevented indeed the curſed Project 
of her Votaries at that Time. But the per- 
ſecuting Spirit could not be atReſt. The fatal 
Troubles of the ſucceeding Reigns point out 
their Handy-work. At Length, by the juſt 
Permiſſion of God, they got a Prince on the 
Throne as thorough-paced a Bigot to their 
Church, as their Hearts could with. How did 
they then triumph? With what unrelenting 
Fury did they then proſecute thoſe, who were 
not of their Faith and Party ? Divine Provi- 
dence ſuffered them to run their full Length; 
until by over-doing they did their own Work 
effectually. Their vehement and violent Pro- 
ceeding had brought all our Liberty Civil 
and Reljgious very near to the Brink of 
Ruin. The Sight of this alarmed the Na- 
tion's Fears, and rouſed their wonted Cou- 
rage. A Body ſoon was formed, an Head was 
only wanting. When God Spirited up the 

Prince of Orange to be the Inſtrument by 
which the glorious Deliverance ſhould be 
brought about. Being invited, he generouſ] 

came over. Being come, the Britiſb Spirit 
revived, and our Enemies Hearts failed them 
for Fear. True Religion brake out again 
like the Sun under a dark Cloud, and Pope- 
ry vaniſhed away like Smoak before the 
| Brightneſs and Glory of it. The fifth of No- 
vember was the Day on which our glagous 
Deliverer King William landed to — "w 


ſcue. 


32 Perſecution Diſplay d. 
ſcue. WiLLIam! a Name that will be ever 
dear to all true Engliſh Proteſtants. The fifth 
of NoveMBER |! a Day that will be had in ever- 
laſting Remembrance while anySenſe of Li- 
berty Civil or Religious remains among us, 
As often as the Day annually occurs, how 
ſhould our Hearts burn within us with Grati- 
tude ? In the firſt Place, to the Almighty 
 Monarcn of the Univerſe, who over-rules 
all the Affairs of this lower World; and in 
the next Place, to the Memory of that great 
and good Man, who ſtuck at no Trouble nor 
Peril to ſave us. And whilſt we are pleaſing 
ourſelves with the Reflection of our paſt De- 
liverance, how can we avoid looking upon a 
perſecuting Spirit with the utmoſt Horror 
and Abhorrence? The Commemoration of 
this Day ſhould bring ro our Minds how 
grievouſly we once ſmarted under it, and 
the Remembrance of our paſt Sufferings N 
ſhould imbitter us the more againſt it. I 
ſhalt conclude with theſe Words, Gen. xlix. 
5, 6. Inſtraments of Cruelty are in their Habi- 
tations. O my Soul, come not thou into their 
Secret, unto their Aſſembly mine Honour be not 
thou united. Curſed be their Anger for it is 
 ferce, and their W rath for it is cruel. 


FT NIS. 


